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Editorial 
Propshaft is your newsletter and contributions are always welcome on boating related subjects. If submitting 
articles it makes my job much easier if copy can be formatted in Arial font at 10 pitch. 
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Wellington offshore 19/02/2017 Round one National series. 

 
Overall and deserved winner. Trevor Emerson taking out 1st overall and Winner in P3. Also won the not out 
bat trophy. (Awarded to the boat that did not need rescuing throughout the regatta whilst racing). 
Congratulations Trevor you deserve to have a smile on your face. 
Support 
It always amazes me how far some members will travel for the love of their model boating passion. Although 
the numbers were down on last year there was a good contingent from Tauranga. Thank you for your 
ongoing support of our event. Also a big thanks to Beverly from Tauranga for your lap scoring. It was 
immaculate and accurate. Thank you to John Bellworthy who was down from Taupo and Mark Graham who 
withdrew with throttle problems on warm up lap. They spent most of the   day in the rescue boats under the 
searing heat. Big thanks to Peter Collier (Contest Director) even if he slightly miss counted the final results 
at prize giving. This was quickly sorted. Thanks for your efforts Peter.  
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.  
Picture above. Support crucial to any event. John B rescuing yet another craft. In the back ground, is that 
Trevor Emerson slowing down?????. 
Hard luck Story 
Hard luck story has to go to Bruce Clarke whose current NZ1 status was belying its value. He had to pull out 
of the regatta during his warm up laps due to electrical problems. However he retained some dignity during 
the Cat Scrap by coming first. Not on points anyway. How he won it, is another story. Told later in this 
article. Let’s just say a dog is quicker than a cat Bruce!!!!!!!. 
We lost Nigel Wong, Mark Graham, due to technical problems with their boats during open water warm up. 
Leigh Marsden’s cat which ended up crashing onto the rocks after it went out of control. It suffered severe 
damage splitting the hull in several places. This was also on open water warm up. 
You can’t beat Wellington on good day 
The day started off bleak and it looked as though we were in for one of those dare I say it a normal 
Wellington day. It started spitting, if you are from Tauranga, raining 1hour before the first heat. By the time 
the first race started it had stopped and the weather turned out brilliantly bright and very warm by regatta’s 
end. On a typical Wellington day there was little to no breeze. The water for the first 4 heats was as calm as. 
However water conditions changed as the tide was going out meeting the southerly swell that was coming in 
through the harbour. This meant a nasty chop developed on the furthest side of the course. True offshore 
conditions for at least half the course anyway. 
Course 
The circuit configuration for the day was set by Pieter Lokum and it was challenging but user friendly. It was 
great that the M buoy was set back between start buoy and the first buoy on the front straight. This meant 
that the boats being relaunched after breaking down/submerging could merge safely on re-joining the race. 
The boats being relaunched did not have to take the M buoy and head straight for the first buoy. A concept 
which resulted in less boat collisions and boaty’s throttling back in that area. Credit to all the throttle man/pit 
crew well done!!!!!  



 5 

 
Launch area. Another new Stealth Hull. I am just curious as to why the Pitman’s isn’t wearing any Earmuffs. 
At least the hatch cover is on this time. 
Cat Scrap 
Usually the Cat Scrap does not make a mention when it comes to an overall overview of a regatta. However 
in the words of Peter Collier and probably in most of the competitors school reports. (YOU COULD HAVE 
DONE BETTER). We should change the name from Cat Scrap to Cats Crap. Normally we award 400pts for 
first to reach the 10 laps and so on. We decided to award the prize to the amount of laps done as opposed 
to pts for finishing 10 laps first. Why you say. Well no one finished 10 laps in any of the 2 heats. To all 
competitors just remember that the motor takes a fuel mixture and it is not called testosterone.   
Heat 1; 7 starters. 1 rescue boat downstream. Looking forward to the race as boats fly around the course at 
100+kph. Good in theory right. Wrong. On the count down 3 boats flipped/nosedived and   only 4 made the 
start. During the first lap, 1 more crapped itself and we were down to 3. By the second lap we were down to 
just 1 as 2 more fell by the way side. All eyes were on Terry Riddiford, last one standing and as he was 
circulating painfully slow (Yawn). Even he got bored and decided to flick the switch that caused his cat to 
nose dive (or so he said). This caused it to splatter out of heat 1 after completing 4 laps. There was so much 
carnage that we had to send out another rescue boat. One Cat ended up 600 metres downstream before it 
was retrieved. 
Heat 2; 6 Starters and the race looked good. Well at least to the 2nd buoy anyway. Then it happened again 
as 1 by 1 they fell away. Only 3 made it past the first lap. Then by the second lap there was 2 boats left. All 
eyes were on Terry Riddiford & Bruce Clarke the only ones running. To be fair the water conditions were 
really rough down the back straight by now. Lap 5 and Terry blew it again. (Run’s in his DNA I recon). Now 
Bruce was in the spotlight, as again another competitor doing it painfully slow. Whilst we were all having a 
big yawn I decided that I would bring in humour. I noticed a dog over on the other side of the river, on the 
bank running level with Bruce’s boat. The dog then ran back to the beginning of the course at buoy 2. The 
dog repeated this by chasing and passing Bruce’s cat as he was going down the back straight while I was 
using the PA system cheering for the dog. I found it hilarious that a cat capable of 100+kph was being ass 
kicked by a medium size dog running past him not even getting out of first gear. Bruce suffered the ignominy 
of stuffing it up by buoy 4 on the last lap and he had to succumb to the dog. Dog 1 - Bruce Nil. 
Results Cat Crap I mean Cat Scrap 
1st  Place; Bruce Clarke 11 laps out of 20 
2nd Place; Terry Rutherford 8 laps out of 20 
3RD Place; Trevor Emerson 2 Laps out of 20. (Yes only 2 laps got him 3rd place).  
A lesson to the rest of you Cats Crappers. In all seriousness. Better luck next time. I enjoy watching you 
guy’s race. Next time 20 laps or even 10 in one heat, anyone?????????????. 

Wellington Offshore 
Round 1 

    Date 19-Feb-
17 

      

Cat Scrap NZMPBA#  Heat 1 laps Heat 2  laps Score Place 
Bruce Clarke 12   2   9 11/20 1 
Terry Riddiford 32   4   4 8/20 2 
Trevor Emerson 78   1   1 2/20 3 
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Offshore Series 
The round was held over 8 x heats with 6 x 15 minute heats and 2 x 30 minute heats. There was some great 
racing and a lot of rescues. In one heat there was 5 minutes of no boats on the water. In heat 7 round 3 
close racing between Terry Riddiford, Darrel Hansen, Birmy Korving saw them all on the same lap for 20 
minutes of the race before Birmy’s boat got dunked. Terry made a few mistakes and took the penalty buoy 
on numerous occasions which kept the others honest and in the game. Then Terry blew it leaving Darryl to 
score the most laps from that heat. This combined with other Heat results for a total of 105 laps helped 
Darrel Hansen to win 3rd overall and first in P2. Congratulations Darrel. 
In the final 30 minute heat saw a mixture of P classes of boat taking to the water. Trevor dominated the heat 
by scoring 60 laps with Pieter Lokum circulating half the speed of that of the others.  Scoring 54 laps for the 
heat and 109 laps in total, it was that consistency over the 3 rounds that saw Pieter take out 2nd Overall and 
1st in P1. Congratulations Pieter. 

 
Trevor and Charl going at it which entertained us all for 3 laps. Until Trevor pulled away. N.B Notice the big 
choppy water down the back straight. Even Trevor had to button off. (Unusual for him). Pieter in the back 
ground chugging along. 
 
Overall winner  
It helps not making any mistakes to put you in the running. Trevor showed us this by not needing to be 
rescued. He certainly came in several times on his own accord during the heats but that was to make subtle 
changes to his boat. The not out award was pretty apt for him on this day and surprised all of us by him 
winning it. Trevor still won even though scorers docked him 2 laps for being a naughty boy on one of his laps 
when he smacked a buoy right in the centre. The buoy at the southern end of the course is called a penalty 
buoy Trevor. Congratulations again Trevor.  
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The look of a winning boat. Trevor hoofing it down the front Straight. 
We look forward to seeing you all at our next round off the Wellington Offshore rounds. 
 
Author Barry Mildenhall.  
On behalf of the Wellington Model Power Boat Club. 
 
Overall Wellington offshore 19/02/2017 Round one National series results. 
 

Contest Directors Report 
 
An interesting regatta this time and the Contest Director had a bit more to do and copped a bit of criticism 
afterwards. 
 
First off was the proud statements by newbie contestant(s) that they didn’t know what engine class they were 
entering because they hadn’t read the rules. Do this again and you will be sent away to study the rules and 
have to pass an oral test before being permitted to race. 
 
Second was the issue of an untried boat being entered and although it went well enough, it was over the noise 
limit with no prior attempt to add additional silencing. Excuse was used that it was stated by the sales merchant 
to be noise compliant, ‘yeah right’, well maybe for US noise limit of 95 dB.  Not the NZ 85 dB @ 10 m limit. In 
a lenient attempt to allow time for the owner to modify the silencer to comply, criticism was copped afterwards 

Name NZMPBA# 
Eng 

Class 
Round 

1 
Round 

2 
Round 

3 Total 
Overall 
place 

Class 
Place Class 

Trevor Emerson 78 P3 28 34 60 122 1 1 P3 
Pieter Lokum 83 P1 32 23 54 109 2 1 P1 
Darrell Hansen 31 P2 36 11 58 105 3 1 P2 
Terry Riddiford 32 P2 12 25 53 90 4= 2 P2 
Charl Crosser 11 PX 26 21 43 90 4= 1 PX 
Birmy Korving 286 P2 33 3 50 86 6 3 P2 
Peter Collier 23 P3 35 25 15 75 7= 2 P3 
Brent Mills 98 P3 19 22 34 75 7= 3 P3 
Leigh Marsden 131 P2 7 22 33 62 9 4 P2 
Murray Smithson 69 P3 7 14 3 24 10 4 P3 
Marc Freeman 15 P2 13 - - 13 11 5 P2 
Bruce Clarke 12 P3 8 - - 8 12 5 P3 



 8 

that said boat should not have been permitted on the water at all. Talk about ‘rock and a hard place’. Actually, 
it is darn cheeky showing up as a guest expecting to make excessive noise at another club’s venue possibly 
jeopardising that clubs use of the water, due to a lack of preparation on your home water. Next offender risks 
being parked up for the day. 
 
Third a tendency has crept in by some boaters setting up a secondary pit area near the top of the steps to dry 
out wet boats when retrieved and thus get back on the water ASAP. This then clutters up the entry to and from 
the steps for the rest of us. If you must do this find an area that does not get in the way or return to your original 
pit area to restart. 
 
Four some drivers are picking an area to drive from for their own convenience, sometimes quite some distance 
and without clear line of sight to the launch and retrieve area. This is a serious safety concern, how can you 
control your boat if you can’t see it. From now on all drivers to use a dedicated driver area between the lap 
scorers and the launching steps. 
 
Five you are required to have a pitman, so actually have your pitman in your ear doing the job, not off yabbering 
somewhere else. Only exception to this is when pitman is launching your boat. 
 
Finally if anyone thinks I am being too tough or too lenient please feel free to inform me of such concerns and 
at the same time be prepared to step up to the CD role and show how it should be done. 
 
Peter Collier 

 

BOPMPBC / NZ Hi Points Offshore Series Rnd #2 Results 
 
By Steve Trott 
 
While shy on entries it was still a long hard day of great racing. Preparation, reliability and concentration being 
the 3 issues that seemed to dog most in some way or another. The water conditions were great, not too 
variable but with a max field of boats out on the course then it still roughed up quite a bit, certainly enough to 
challenge a few that are yet to experience true “offshore” conditions ! 
 
It became quite obvious that “power” is not everything, with the outcome being “the faster you go, the bigger 
the mess” for some. 
 
The Thunderboat feature races were a great addition and something different for the spectators to watch, 
again preparation and reliability being the key decider. 
 
C1 Nitro 
1 M Lee   72 Laps 
2 S Trott   49 
 
 
P2 Gas 
1 B Korving  151 Laps 
2 L Marsden  142 
3 J Burke  13 
 
P3 Gas 
1 J Belworthy  131 Laps 
2 M Stewart  116 
3 G Aylwin  78 
4 B Clarke  43 
5 T Christiansen  27 
 
PX Gas 
1 B Hely 
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Overall Line Honours 
1 B Korving  151 Laps 
2 L Marsden  142 
3 J Belworthy  131 
4 M Stewart  116 
5 G Aylwin  78 
6 M Lee   72 
7 S Trott   49 
8 B Clarke  43 
9 T Christiansen  27 
10 J Burke  13 
11 B Hely  
 
Thunderboat 2 x10 Lap Feature Races 
1 M Lee   800 pts 
2 B Clarke  300 
3 B Hely   25    
 
 
 
 
 
  

Offshore series update 
 
See the website www.nzmpba.co.nz 
 

Club News  
Wellington Model Power Boat Club 
 
See report above for Offshore report. 
 
Continuing with our monthly club days, which are very enjoyable tune up days. 

 
 
  

Bay of Plenty MPBC 
-`Wairarapa Model Power Boat Club.  
Marlborough, Taranaki, Taupo, Central Club, Manukau, Manawatu, SUHA, Christchurch? 

Bright Ideas – 
Does anyone have any they want to share, this is your mag, share your secrets.  
 
 
 
 

Advertisement 
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Welcome to Hobbysmart, New Zealand’s leading retailer of radio control boat parts and 
accessories. 
Our new shopping cart website is up and running, www.hobbysmart.co.nz  we are 
uploading products to our website daily. You will find all the classic brands as well as 
some new exciting brands not seen in New Zealand before. Octura, Speedmaster, Prather, 
Aerotrends, SAB, K&S, Futaba, Klotz, Propshop, Quickdraw, Fuyuan RC, HOR Racing, 
Redevex Tehcnologies, Coolpower, Savox, and much, much more. We are clearing a heap 
of stock so be sure to check out the clearance category.  

Located in the sunny Bay of Plenty 
hobbysmart@vodafone.co.nz 

www.hobbysmart.co.nz 

http://www.hobbysmart.co.nz/
mailto:hobbysmart@vodafone.co.nz
http://www.hobbysmart.co.nz/
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