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Editorial 
Not much from me except to say a big thanks to those that contributed copy for the editions that 
we have had, we would have a Propshaft without those that do so. 
 
Also end of year is approaching so a reminder that subs are due 1st January 2014, and the 
membership appl form will be found on the last page of this issue, to make sure you get this sorted 
in a timely manner, especially bearing in mind that you will not have insurance or be permitted to 
enter regattas without being financial in 2014. 

Presidents Report 
The past six months have been an interesting time for the NZMPBA.  It is with regret that we have 
accepted the resignation of Wayne Mowbray from his position as President of the association. I 
would like to personally thank Wayne for all his efforts over the last couple of years. His role as 
President hasn’t been easy at times – Wayne was asked to step into this role unexpectedly, and 
took it on with good heart and humor.   
 
Sadly, Wayne suffered the sudden loss of his wife Jill last year.  Our thoughts are still with Wayne.  
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During his time as President, the association has developed a new website, made updates to 
IRMS and purchased radio equipment to help run the Nationals and other large events. Wayne 
was also involved in the wording revision of the constitution which was voted on at the special 
meeting held during the North Island Champs.  Wayne has had a huge impact on the NZMPBA, 
and we wish to thank him for his tireless commitment to the group. 
 
I know that there are a few members out there that have been waiting patiently for the latest 
installment of the Propshaft. I thank Peter Collier for putting together the Propshaft and holding it 
back until after the North Island Champs had been run so as to include information from the 
special meeting which was held.  
 
Below is a summary from the Special Meeting minutes. 
 
NZMPBA Special Meeting, Saturday 26th October, 2013, 12 noon. 
  
Present:  
S Trott, B Clarke, P Anderson, M Plummer, M McGovern, B Riddiford, P Brommer, A Adlington, T 
Christiansen, J Turvey, P Botha, Darcy Baker,  D Harris, P Lindberg, P Stillwell.  ( 15 )  
  
Apologies: 
M Bindon, Damian Baker. ( 2 ) 
  
Proxy votes: Damian Baker and M Bindon, Membership cards and votes presented by Darcy 
Baker on their behalf as required. 
  
1> Life Membership ratification; 
  
G Haines   Majority vote in favour, Carried.  (There were 2 votes against ) 
P Collier   Unanimously Carried. 
S Trott     Unanimously Carried. 
  
2> Two lap Oval Records,  Unanimously Carried. 
  
3> NZMPBA Constitution wording revision,  Unanimously Carried. 
  
Meeting closed 12.20pm. 
  
Minutes recorded By S Trott #232. 
 
As you can see there are now three new life members, congratulations.   
There is also a new event the two lap oval sprint. This event will benefit all members as those 
members that may not want to race their boats against others will have the opportunity to be 
introduced to oval circuit racing without being intimidated by more experienced boaters.  
For those that have looked closely at the wording revision of the constitution you will note that 
remits at the AGM has been removed. This will shorten the time needed to run the AGM which will 
concentrate on electing officers and the presentation of the financials. Changes to any rules will 
now happen through the committee which will keep members well informed. Please remember that 
the committee is working on behalf of all members to keep in step with changes within our 
hobby/sport but in a timely manner. 
 
For those of you that are looking forward to the 2014 Nationals next year the committee will be 
working on the format over the next month and will keep you updated so that you have time to 
prepare your boats.  
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I hope that you are all enjoying building and running your boats.  
All the best. 
 
Matt Bindon 
Vice President 
NZMPBA 
 

Wellington Offshore Round 2 19/5/13 
Reported By John Belworthy 
 
Well what a day of fortunes. Turning up early to an overcast day with Hydro conditions, most unlike 
Wellington weather. Generally the day was calm and dry. 

The weather forecast was for showers and a southerly coming in later in the day. The showers 
didn’t really amount to much but the southerly snuck in after lunch and caught out a few 
participants. 

21 competitors turned up and prepared to do battle for the day. Three heats with eight in the 1st 
and 2nd with seven in heat 3. This included a mix of classes for the Offshore racing with a solitary 
‘B’ , 3 x ‘C1’, 3 x ‘C2’, 8 x ‘P2’ and 6 x ‘P3’ boats. 

We had 7 entries for the Cat scrap ranging from a solitary ‘B’ & ‘C1’, 2 x ‘C2’ and 3 x ‘P3’ cats. 

Buoys where placed for our typical obtuse rectangle and one for the ‘M’ in the back straight. This 
evens out the racing so all competitors have a reasonable chance of winning. This proved the case 
at the end of the day. 

A group photo was called for as proof of the entered boats condition and the flat water in the 
background. 

Peter then called the drivers briefing, outlining the days program, hazards and general safety 
requirements.  After the briefing the water was opened up for a tune up.  The tune up period was 
uneventful, the calm before the storm – let the racing begin. 

First up was the a heat of cat racing. 8 entries with only 6 starting the race and we had 6 finishers. 

Wow what a great start, I guess the flat water was just what was required. 

We then got into the real offshore racing. 

John Pharlet had his new unraced 70inch English deepvee with CMB26cc motor up against tried 
and true B of Birmy’s with a varied range of others. Some didn’t manage to amass many laps but 
Wayne McNaught managed 20 laps. Unfortunately it was down hill from there on for Wayne. 

Heat 2 saw one of the worst incidents of the day between Lee and Bradley which resulted in Leigh 
losing the drive system off the transom. Consistant Steve had his reliable deepvee going well and 
clocked up another 20 laps but Tony Christiansen had the best at 22 laps – his petrol deepvee 
suiting the conditions well with good driving also. 

Heat 3 was mainly P3 boats with past top winners Darrell and Pieter with their P2’s and Peter C 
with his old and trusted C2. I had my new unraced P3 wood boat that needed some minor gremlins 
to sort. This heat produced another couple of 22 lappers, Pieter Lokum and Pete Collier. 

Round 2 was completed without too much trouble and still we had calm conditions. Lunch was 
next, bread, bangers, onions and sauce if required and drinks were all available.  

Round 3 was started with a surprisingly sneaky southerly coming up the river. The water didn’t look 
that different from the morning but made for our usually tricky race conditions. 
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I have finally got back to this report and old age, brain fade etc has left the rest somewhere in the 
memory banks and not forth coming to mind. 

The remainder of the day evened out the fast boats and the more experienced boaters with 
reliable setup’s end winning on the day. 

Name Heat 1 Heat 2 Heat 3 Final Total Place Class 
S Trott 20 21 24 41 106 1 C1 
P Lokum 22 15 13 42 92 2 P2 
T Riddiford 12 26 12 38 88 3 P2 
B Clarke 16 25 15 22 78 4 P3 
W Thompson 21 23 13 19 76 5 P3 
P Collier 22 17 6 28 73 6 C2 
D Hansen 9 22 11 30 72 7 P2 
T Emerson 13 14 13 31 71 8 P2 
J Pfahlert 11 13 20 19 63 9 P2 
M Belworthy 14 0 16 27 57 10 C2 
J Belworthy 5 27 11 13 56 11 P3 
K Ewing 15 0 11 26 52 12 P3 
J White 15 15 4 15 49 13 P2 
T Christiansen 22 7 11 8 48 14 P2 
B Thompson 3 8 16 13 40 15 P2 
W McNaught 20 5 0 0 25 16 C1 
N Wong 1 0 22 0 23 17 C2 
B Korving 0 6 5 0 11 18 B 
L Marsden 3 0 0 0 3 19 P2 
G Binns 2 0 0 0 2 20 C1 
C O’Connor 0 0 0 0 0 21 P3 
 
 
Cat Scrap Heat 1 Heat 2 Total Place Class 
P Collier 169 400 569 1 C2 
T Emerson 400 0 400 2 P2 
K Ewing 95 300 395 3 P3 
J Belworthy 300 0 300 4 B 
B Clarke 225 0 225 5 P3 
B Thompson 127 0 127 6 P3 
N Wong 0 0 0  C2 
G Binns 0 0 0  C1 

 

2013 Radio Marlborough Challenge 
Reported By Matt Gay 
 
The regatta was different this year as Grahame Haines, who has been in charge of organising and 
running the event for the past 22 years, moved to Australia to live, leaving a position open for 
someone to step forward and take his place.  So Matt Gay decided to have a year off racing the 
regatta and hopped into the drivers’ seat for the weekend and all was run very smoothly. 

The competition was hotly contested over 2 days racing with drivers travelling from as far north as 
Wellington and as far south as Timaru.  After a couple of hours of fine tuning and testing the first 
part of the Challenge was kicked off.  The water wasn’t great for speed runs this year so people 
weren’t quite getting 100% out of their boats but yet there was still one record broken by Brendon 
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Kirk with his P3 Mono running at a speed of 98.495km/h and also Tony Rutledge setting a 
benchmark with his X Hydro with a speed of 100.13km/h. 

After lunch the Anti-clockwise Matrix part of the Challenge got underway with 12 competitors.  
Water was choppy but we just had to make do with what we had.  Competitors had 4 heats each 
to race.  By the end of the day there were very few people who had finished every race.  But with 
only being half way through the Challenge it was still anyones to lose. 

Everyone arriving at the river nice and early on Sunday meant racing could get underway early 
with the Oval racing heats.  Water conditions were a little bit better but were still a bit choppy.  
After 6 heats each of hard battled racing everyone wound down a bit and had a few fun races with 
a Cat Scrap and a Hydro race.   

The final part of the Challenge is the 10 lap final with the top 10 competitors racing all together.  It 
was an action packed race with one of the top runners crashing out and ruining his chances of 
winning the Challenge Trophy. 

Now was the wait for Matt to do some math and work out who the 2013 Radio Marlborough 
Challenge winner was.  While Matt worked out the results, people were left with another 
opportunity for testing.  We gathered up at the river for prize giving. 

Part 1 – Percentage of your class speed record 
1st Brendon Kirk 
2nd Tony Rutledge 
3rd Malc Jamieson 
Part 2 – Anti Matrix 
1st Tony Rutledge 
2nd= Brendon Kirk 
2nd= Jayden Jamieson 
Part 3 – The Challenge Oval 
1st  Brendon Kirk 
2nd Tony Rutledge 
3rd Jayden Jamieson 
Part 4 – 10 Lap Final 
1st Brendon Kirk 
2nd Matt Cook 
3rd Gavin Jamieson 
2013 Radio Marlborough Challenge Winners 
1st Brendon Kirk 
2nd Jayden Jamieson 
3rd Tony Rutledge 

 
Brendon’s Backlash wanted to dance.  Matt’s Backlash wanted to fly. 
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The winners 

News from the other side of Australia    
Reported By Grahame Haines 
 
As many will know by now reading Propshaft 1 2013 I have made a temporary move to Perth to 
make some extra money so that I can keep on boating when I retire back in NZ.  
 
I had been hounded for some time to get my backside over here as there was money to be made 
so in October last year Marie and I bit the bullet and headed over to have a look and make 
acquaintance with my prospective employer to see if I would fit in to his organisation.   Everything 
fell in to place with the main attraction being accommodation being provided at my new bosses 
place in an attached 2 bedroom Flat. My planned move in the New Year was brought forward 
when Scott asked if I could come over before the end of the year as he needed management 
issues sorted on a project before Xmas so I ended coming over mid-November till mid-December 
and the desired effect was accomplished. Marie had to stay back to finish teaching out the term in 
NZ anyway. I quickly discovered I could save each week more than I was grossing each week in 
NZ so it was not rocket science why the move was necessary. 
 
Back home Dec 13 and the next day off to Winton to a wedding then back home to pack up house 
including all my model boat gear into storage for a 1 January flight to Perth with Marie. 
 
Back into work 3 Jan and only a couple of weeks gone by and realised I needed something to do 
to keep me occupied on Sundays. 
 
Hmmmm I need to do some Model boating! A quick search on the AMPBA web site showed me 
there was 2 clubs operating in West Australia, the West Australia MPBA and Also the Mandurah 
Model powerboat Boat Club. I located the ponds on Google earth and with the WAMPBA being 
closest to where I live tried to hook up with them. but to no avail. I found out the Mandurah boys 
meet on the first and third Sundays of the month so did a trip down to meet up with them on 
February 17. Discovered it is a 1½ hrs drive to their pond from home. We living at the northern 
extremities of Perth and Mandurah the southern extremities of Perth. 
 
On arrival what an eye opener. Their pond is about 80 meters long by 60meters wide and they 
race petrols in it!!! A great enthusiastic bunch of guys running all sorts of hydros monos and cats.  I 
saw a Baker Boats logo on a  Sport Petrol Hydro so introduced myself to a guy who introduced 
himself as Leo.  Woohoo a kiwi designed boat running in WA.   He then threw it on the water for a 
blast and man could that thing truck and turn in that wee pond. In fact everything that went on the 
water was bloody fast and could turn on a dime. 
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Leo’s baker boats at speed 
 
Others of interest a petrol F1 tunnel
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They were even into a bit of duck huntin! 

 
 
Jesus I thought! I need a boat to keep me sane!  Next week found out when the WA boys meet so 
down to the Malaga pond and meet up with some electric and petrol boys took a few photos. Terry 
Adams as well as Ken ? were running electric hydros that were quick enough to blow off the water. 

 
Terry doing aerobatics! 
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Ricco rigger with 27 M&D 
 
 I decided there and then I need a new challenge so figured I would give electric a go. 
 
Having driven Matt Gays  JAE 21 hydro back home and found it very easy to drive settled on 
getting a JAE 21FE boat to race over here. Ordered an 80% completed kit as I have limited 
building facilities plus the hardware kit and waited patiently for it to arrive. 
 
Next thing I hear that you guys had voted to make me as well as Peter Collier and Steve Trott life 
members of the NZMPBA at the AGM. I sent a strongly worded e-mail back to the President 
suggesting that you buggers just waited till I am out of the country to do this so that I could not 
argue the point over my nomination!  As I said to him I do not have enough grey hair to be a life 
member yet and besides I have not reached the golden age of 65 to retire. 

 
The kit arrived and had it together in no time. My boss ran R/C buggies and said while there are 
several model shops in Perth the one a Wangara was the best for electric stuff 
 
Looked them up for a lipo battery and the guy who served me was a kiwi and when I told him I was 
a boat racer he mentioned that his brother in Wellington raced scale hydros a few years back. 
Found out his brother was Joe Newel who many older boater would know especially the wellington 
boys. What a small world I thought. 
 
Got the boat all built and ready to run then get a message from NZ that Trevor Emerson from 
Masterton is coming to Perth on family business  and was interested in seeing some boats run. 
Timing was perfect for the JAE’s first run at Mandurah so Marie and I Picked up Trevor and 
warned him that the pond was not big but will be amazed at the speeds. 
 
Introduced Trevor to some of the guys there, then he was in his element  with fellow petrol racers 
talking props, mods, hulls etc all day. 
 
Time to christen the 21FE. With a redback 4s lipo for fuel and a wee 1444 CNC prop let er rip. 
Appeared pretty quick in that small pond and after half a dozen laps came in and had got to 
65kmh. 
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Maiden RUN. 
 
Being club race day the boys got on with some races. They only race 2 at a time so all the names 
go in a hat and are drawn out in pairs to see who races who. The pair then go in the hat and one 
drawn out and the winner gets to choose inside or outside lane. 
 

 
Some of the hydros just touch 100kmh in that wee puddle! 
 
Trevor commented on the way back home that they would have to be some of the fastest petrols 
he has seen and is a credit to those guys as we have no other competition with the national body 
as it is too expensive to travel. When you consider Melbourne is our nearest city and that is a 4hr 
flight by jet from Perth.  
Two guys do engine work and their motors would fit it with the best in the world. They have learnt 
how the set them up to go fast in a small pond but have another lake they share with water skiers 
and swimmers so only go there in the winter months. 
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A Quick Drag Cat. 
 
I have joined up with these guys as well as the AMPBA for insurance cover but boat with both 
clubs.  The WA boys have a bigger sheltered pond that is in an industrial area called Malaga  but 
are not organised like the Mandurah guys but as they have a couple of electric boys  we can swap 
ideas to try and go faster. 
 

 
A couple of FE monos 
 
I will send more stuff for Propshaft as the 21FE develops. 
 
 
Nitro Ned 
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Regatta Report- The 2013 Hamilton 100 Offshore, Round 4 
June 15th. 
 
It never fails to amaze me that despite selecting venues renowned for  prevailing weather 
conditions, whatever date we have set for an offshore event we end up with calm conditions! And 
so it was yet again for the 2013 Hamilton 100. 

For some of us it was the first event for the year and nerves were a little fragile as boats hit the 
water for practice. A couple of laps later nerves settled and boats were ready to race. 

We had 16 entries for the event consisting most of old faces and a one or two news one as well. 
We decided to split the field evenly into two groups. Group 1 was mostly nitro power with one 
rogue P2 boat that was to spend his day running rings around them. Group 2 contained the 
balance of P2 and P3 boats. 

Group 1, heat 1 was the first heat to break the glass calm mirror surface of the lake. Leigh 
Marsden’s Lucky Break predictably lead the field with 38 laps, meanwhile the Nitro pack was 
tightly grouped with Ian Jacobs leading on 29 laps and Steve Trott hot on his tail with 28 Laps, and 
Birmy Korving and Matt Bindon scrapping over 3rd place with 26 Laps each. 

Moving on to the Super Boats in group 2 and it was 20 minutes of pure madness, starting with 
seven boats, for some reason Big Red was stuffing around the back of the course when the start 
buzzer went, hitting the start at full throttle and that’s the way they stayed for the rest of the race. It 
was like a Nationals P2 marathon event, full throttle for 20 minutes! Fortunately Big Red sorted her 
stuff out and lead the field home with a healthy 38 laps, followed by arch nemesis the wee man 
Terry Riddiford on 34 laps and the bigger wee man Ben Riddiford driving Dad’s boat from last year 
one lap behind with a respectable 34 laps. 

At the end of Round 1 Luck Break and Big Red were tied on 38 Laps followed by Jaffa 34 laps and 
Ballistic on 33 laps. 

Ding Ding! Round 2 was almost a repeat of the first heat with Lucky break bringing home the field 
with 37 Laps this time around followed by Ian Jacobs again with 31 Laps, meanwhile Steve Trott 
took some time out to do his annual Engine rebuild (I don’t why he always does them during racing 
events ) leaving Birmy Korving to take 3rd place with 30 laps.  

Group 2 was a completely different story from the first heat with Big Red taking some time out after 
a coming together with returning racer Dale Hopkins over the back of the course, Dale went on to 
take out the heat with a very respectable 43 Laps, followed by Tony Christiansen with his newly 
acquired Hot Fuzz on 39 Laps, and the wee man bringing up the rear with 36 laps from the good 
ship Jaffa. 

Standings at the end of Heat 2 had Lucky Break leading the field with 73 laps, Jaffa close behind 
on 70 laps and Dale Hopkins on 68 laps, Ballistic on 64 Laps and Big Red sitting in 5th place on 61 
Laps. 

The Final Heat for Group 1 saw the return of Steve Trott and Random Kaos but was now down to 
4 boats. Leigh Marsden took out the trifecta leading the field home with 110 Laps, Steve Trott’s 
engine rebuild for Random Kaos did the trick to get him second in the final with 104 laps, and Ian 
Jacobs took out 3rd with 85 laps leaving Birmy Korving with 4th place with 68 laps. 

After the field getting turned on its head in Heat 2, the Final Heat for Group 2 Super Boats was 
going to be very interesting and interesting it was. Big Red had another nice clean run and took it 
out with 103 Laps, followed by Tony Christiansen’s Hot Fuzz with 93 laps and Dale Hopkins and 
Ben Riddiford’s Jaffa fighting over 3rd place with 88 laps and even beating Dad Terry with his old 
boat! 
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In the final analysis, lucky Break seemed to enjoy her free ride with the Nitros and cleaned up over 
all with 183 laps, Big Red did enough for second on 164 laps, followed by Dale Hopkins on third 
place with 156 laps. 

A very unusual day for offshore racing and sadly for the Nitros, not a good day for them. A bit of 
weather is a great leveller for all boats, and allows the Nitros in particular to shine and do their 
stuff. When it’s flat calm as we had, then there’s no substitute for cubes. 

 

 
Special thanks to:  
• The guys that helped out in the rescue boat for the day, sorry I’ve forgotten who you were 

this time around. It’s a difficult and sometimes scary job and we really appreciate you guys 
helping out. 

• Birmy Korving and others for taking care of the lunchtime barbecue and keeping everybody 
fed. 

• Alisa, her first time at one of these events with her partner Simon Bunker, and she ended up 
spending the whole day on IRMS lap counting.  

• Tony Christiansen and others for helping with the lap counting. 
• Matt Bindon for organising the event and course set-up and take down. 
• Jeremy Ward of Shot 360 for coming down and snapping some great shots of all the boats in 

action. Check out his face book page for June 15th for his shots. He’ll also sell you copies for 
10-15 a shot depending on what you want. 

• All those who stayed around to help clean-up and attend the prize giving. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

Place Name Class Total 
Laps 

1 Leigh Marsden P2 183 
2 Bob Gutsell P2 164 
3 Dale Hopkins P2 156 
4 Ben Riddiford P2 152 
5 Terry Riddiford P2 149 
6 Tony Christiansen P3 146 
7 Ian Jacobs C1 145 
8 Steve Trott C1 138 
9 Birmy Korving B 124 
10 Bruce Clarke P3 112 
11 Leon Jacobs C1 54 
12 Simon Bunker P2 50 
13 Matt Bindon C1 34 
14 Mathew McGovern C1 26 
15 Barry Kemps P2 0 
16 Kerry O'Reilly B 0 
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Class Placings 
 
 B Class Total 

Laps 
1 Birmy Korving 124 
2 Kerry O'Reilly 0 
   

 C1 Class  
 

1 Ian Jacobs 145 
2 Steve Trott 138 
3 Leon Jacobs 54 
4 Matt Bindon 34 
5 Mathew McGovern 26 
   

 

 

Regatta Report- The 2012 Taupo 100 Offshore, Round 6 August 
24th. 
 
Lake Taupo, New Zealand’s largest lake with enough wind reach from any direction to 
give us a bit of wave action for decent offshore conditions……..you’d think! Once again, 
for about the 4th year running, the forecast was for light winds and sunny skies. 
 
A record entry of 28 boats were registered for 6th running of this event, which gave the 
organisers something to think about, given that IRMS can ONLY handle 12 boats per 
heat. After some fairly serious head scratching we realised we could just fit 300 minutes of 
racing into the day so we ran 3 groups, Group 1 with all the nitros, Groups 2 and 3 P2 and 
P3 petrol boats mixed. 
 
With scrutineering, money grabbing, drivers brief and practice for each group out of the 
way it was time to go racing.  
 
First up, as usual, was group 1. Conditions remained glassy and it was only the wake from 
the toing and froing rescue boat that kept things interesting. The Wellingtonian Nitro 
fanatics had brought their A-game and the racing was tight. Wayne McNaught and Peter 
Collier finished their 1st heat tied at 29 laps a piece, followed by Nigel Wong starting his 
day off very well only 1 lap behind on 28 laps, with Leon Jacobs in 3rd spot with 26 laps, 
followed by Kerry O’reilly having a particularly awesome day with the 1st of the super boat 
lights.   
 
Group 2 Heat 1 was the first of the petrol classes and in the calm conditions was a 
continuation of the hard-out racing we saw in Hamilton a couple of months earlier. Despite 
not getting on the water until after the start Buzzer, Big Red took line honours with 30 laps, 
yes Peter Collier, ONLY one lap ahead of the nitros. Three laps behind were Ben and 
Terry Riddiford, and Matt Bindon with 27, 26 and 25 laps respectively. 
 

 P2 Class Total 
Laps 

1 Leigh Marsden 183 
2 Bob Gutsell 164 
3 Dale Hopkins 156 
4 Ben Riddiford 152 
5 Terry Riddiford 149 
6 Bruce Clarke 112 
7 Simon Bunker 50 
8 Barry Kemps 0 
 P3 Class  
1 Tony Christiansen 146 
2 Bruce Clarke 112 
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Group 3, continued to run in the same awesome conditions. Pieter Lokum took out the 1st 
heat with an suitably awesome 32 laps, followed by Tony Christansen, WayneThompson, 
and Keith Ewing again with 24, 23 and 22 laps respectively. 
 
Top three and the end of round 1 had Pieter Lokum leading, followed by Big Red and 
Wellingtonian nitro addicts Collier and McNaught fighting over 3rd place. 
 
Heat 2 group 1, saw a repeat of the 1st heat with Ian Jacobs edging his way into 3rd spot, 
but the heat was won by Wayne McNaught with 26 laps, Leon and Ian Jacobs got 2nd 
equal with 22 laps a piece, Nigel Wong took 3rd with 20 laps and Peter Collier’s Miami 
Vice must have some sort of snafu as he managed only 19 laps. 
 
Group 2 Heat 2, Was taken once again by Big red on 29 laps but had to share line 
honours with rookie Simon Bunkers Mono-Ya also on 29 laps, Leigh Marsden’s Lucky 
Break was 3rd on 27 laps, with  Ben And Terry Riddiford tied for 4th on 25 laps each. 
Unbelievably tight racing. 
 
Group 3 Heat 2, saw Tony Christiansen take out his 1st heat for the day with 26 laps, 
Keith Ewing and Bruce Clarke shared 2nd place with 24 laps and Trevor Emerson took 
out 3rd place with 18 laps. 
 
End of Round two standings now have Big Red leading with 59 laps, Nitro addict Wayne 
McNaught on 55 laps, and Ben Riddiford showing dad how it’s done with 52 laps, and 
Terry Riddford and Leigh Marsden sharing 4th place on 51 laps. Did I say anything about 
the racing being tight? 
 
Heat 3 is normally the 60 minute final, however, something happened to IRMS 40 minutes 
into the heat for the 1st group. The laptop shutdown and we lost all the laps scored until 
that point in the race. The dilemma was that we were at a point where we would run out of 
day light if we restarted the 1st group and ran 60 minute heats for all groups. So a drivers 
meeting was called and we decided to run the final heat as a 40 minute heat for 
everybody. That would save us an hour.  
 
With the racing as tight as it was, Round 3 was going to be the pressure round, even more 
so with it now being 40 laps and some boats wouldn’t have to stop for fuel.  
 
Group 1 were restarted, sadly Steve Trott’s miserable day had ended in the 1st attempt at 
Group 1 round 3 when he broke a shaft and the remainder of the square end of the shaft 
wouldn’t come out of the engine collet. After a couple of bent rudders and one broken, and 
a broken receiver aerial wire already for the day, the broken shaft seemed like a perfect 
time to throw in the towel. Meanwhile 9 boats lined up for the start of Heat 3 and once 
again Mr Nitro Wayne McNaught triumphed with 54 laps, closely followed by Leon Jacobs 
51 laps and a fully recovered Peter Collier hot on Leon’s heels one lap behind, with Ian 
Jacobs and Matt locked head to head in 4th place on 48 laps. 
 
Back to the super boats in Group 2, things were becoming a bit more spread out. In a 
fairly eventless race, Big Red continued her dream day on 60 laps, with Rookie Simon 
Bunker having another excellent showing on 48 laps, Terry Riddiford and Jaffa 3rd place 
with 45 laps, with Leigh Marsden and Matt Bindon locked up in further place equal with 39 
laps. Bradley Thompson withdrew with a bent con-rod. 
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Finally 6 boats lined up to start the last race of the day, and in the prevailing conditions 
turned out to be a continuation of the roundy roudny racing that we’d had all day. Trevor 
Emerson drove the perfect race, to take out the heat with 60 laps and tie with Big Red for 
final heat honours, Tony Christiansen had been driving the new boat Hot Fuzz better and 
better all day and took out 2nd place in the final with 49 laps and Keith Ewing in 3rd place 
on 32 laps. 
And that was the Taupo 100, more of a Taupo 80 in all truthfulness and more of an 
ovalfest with Deep Vees than offshore racing. But still we raced and we had fun doing it. 
 

Final Line honours went to Big Red after having 
a fautless day aside from not making the start of 
the 1st heat, with a creditable 119 laps, followed 
in 2nd by Wayne McNaught on 109 laps, and 
Tony Christiansen tied with Leon Jacobs for 3rd 
place with 99 laps. 
 
Special thanks to: 
 

• Dave Liddle & David Neilson, for 
manning the rescue boat all day. It’s a 
difficult and sometimes scary job and we 
really appreciate you guys helping out. 

• Kerry O’reilly, for securing the venue and 
sorting out the local council and Harbour 
master. 

• Matt Bindon for organising all the front 
end stuff like creating the entry forms 
and collating the entries. 

• Birmy Korving and Tania Moffat and 
Sheryl for taking care of the lunchtime 
barbecue and keeping everybody fed. 

• All those that helped with Lap counting 
and Race directing. 

• Birmy Korving, Kerry O’Reilly, and 
Gordon White for the course set-up and 
take down. 

• All those who stayed around to help 
clean-up and attend the prize giving. 

 
  

Place Name Class  Total 
1 B Gutsell P2 119 
2 W McNaught C1 109 
3 T Christiansen P3 99 
4 L Jacobs C1 99 
5 P Collier C2 98 
6 T Riddiford P2 96 
7 T Emerson P3 91 
8 L Marsden P2 90 
9 I Jacobs C1 87 

10 S Bunker P2 86 
11 M McGovern C1 85 
12 N Wong C2 80 
13 M Bindon P2 80 
14 K Ewing P3 78 
15 B Riddiford P2 66 
16 B Korving B 58 
17 K O'Reilly B 52 
18 P Lokum P2 48 
19 J Belworthy P3 46 
20 B Clarke P3 42 
21 M Belworthy C2 42 
22 W Thompson P3 39 
23 C O'Connor P3 21 
24 S Trott C1 19 
25 G DePina P2 13 
26 B Thompson P2 11 
27 D Neilson P2 0 
28 D Hopkins P2 0 
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Class Placings 
 

Class  Place Name Total 
B 1 B Korving 58 

 
2 K O'Reilly 52 

 
 

  C1 1 W McNaught 109 

 
2 L Jacobs 99 

 
3 I Jacobs 87 

 
4 M McGovern 85 

 
5 S Trott 19 

 
 

  C2 1 P Collier 98 

 
2 N Wong 80 

 
3 M Belworthy 42 

 
 

  P2 1 B Gutsell 119 

 
2 T Riddiford 96 

 
3 L Marsden 90 

 
4 S Bunker 86 

 
5 M Bindon 80 

 
6 B Riddiford 66 

 
7 P Lokum 48 

 
8 G DePina 13 

 
9 B Thompson 11 

 
10 D Neilson 0 

 
11 D Hopkins 0 

 
1 T Christiansen 99 

P3 2 T Emerson 91 

 
3 K Ewing 78 

 
4 J Belworthy 46 

 
5 B Clarke 42 

 
6 W Thompson 39 

 
7 C O'Connor 21 

 

Rotorua 100 2013. 
Reported By Matt Bindon 
 
Round 7 of the offshore championship hosted by the Hamilton Model Power Boat Club 
proved to be the roughest event that any of the competitors had experienced to date. The 
water and weather conditions were the complete opposite to those experienced a month 
earlier at the Taupo 100. 
 
Competitors turn up early Saturday morning to be greeted by a lake that was completely 
covered in white caps. I later checked the met service which showed gusts of 70kms an 
hour for the day. There were a few people asking if the race would still be held in such 
rough conditions. “Well it is an offshore.” 
 
The 12 entries were divided into two heats with the standard format of two 20min heats 
then a final 60min heat. During the first heat I was out in the rescue boat, aluminum 12 
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footer with a small windscreen. The amount of water and spray coming into the boat 
reminded me of trips back from Great Barrier Island on the family yacht. I was taking face 
full’s of water and after 20mins had to change into a spear set of clothes. During that time 
I lost count of the number of rescues but I can tell you now that I got to know everyone’s 
boat really well.  
 
I was racing in the second heat and after a quick practice and some prop changes I 
thought I was ready. Once the countdown was underway my boat was launched and after 
one scary first lap in which I missed the first two buoys due to the wind hitting my boat 
abeam. The strength of the wind and the chop meant most of the boats were running at a 
high idle speed and just managing to stay on the water. Before the count down had 
finished and the race started all boats in heat two had stopped due to flipping or stalling. 
No boat crossed the start line before being rescued. I made the decision to change to my 
C1 nitro boat which is smaller with less wind age and a fully submerged drive. While one 
boat was being rescued I was preparing the other and was soon out there clocking up 
laps. The spray from the roster tails of the boats with surface drives were blowing 
sideways at a 90 degree angle on parts of the course.   
 
This event rewarded those that could keep there finger of full throttle and was a true slug 
fest between competitors and the conditions. You were not racing other boats merely 
trying to survive. The results provide an insight into the unforgiving conditions with Bob 
Gutsell winning the Rotorua 100 with 78 laps as opposed to winning at Taupo with119 
laps in 80mins.  
 

Name    NZMPBA #  Class  Laps   Placing 

Bob Gutsell   197   P2  78   1 
Leigh Marsden  131   P2  76   2 
Terry Riddiford  32   P2  63   3= 
Graeme De Pina  8   P2  63   3= 
Matt Bindon   99   C1  47   5= 
Brain Hely   22   P2  47   5= 
Steve Trott   232   C1  38   7 
Birmy Korving  286   P2  22   8 
Ben Riddiford  21   P2  4   9 
Leon Jacobs   49   C1  3   10 
Ian Jacobs   51   C1  0   11 
Tony Christiansen  106   P3  0   12 

A big thank you to all the competitors that made the trip to Rotorua.  
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September 2013 BOP Ovalfest. 
 Reported By Steve Trott 
 
It is disappointing to report that we only attracted 8 entries for this event, all BOP members except 
ONE ! 
At least it made for a quite relaxing and fun day, but still with plenty of deck to deck racing. 
The weather on the day was great and there were no great casualties. 
  
The results as follows: 
  
Open Nitro 
  
1    M McGovern    1700 pts 
2    S Trott               1475 
3    P Brommer        50 
  
Open Petrol 
  
1    S Trott                1400 pts 
2    B Hely                1138 
3=  J Turvey                900 
3= P Brommer            900 
5    M McGovern        325 
  
Open Electric 
  
1    P Anderson        2000 pts 
2    P Botha              1225 
  
T1 Thunderboat 
  
1    J Turvey                1525 pts 
2    M McGovern        1050 
3    P Brommer            982 
4    S Trott                   946 
5    B Riddiford            625 
  
Overall Points 
  
1    S Trott                 3821 
2    M McGovern       3075 
3    J Turvey               2425 
4    P Anderson          2000 
5    P Brommer          1932 
6    P Botha               1225 
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North Island Champs 

Results for North Island Champs Tauranga, Labour weekend 2013 

Open Electric 
1st Peter Anderson-1950 
2nd Pierre Botha-375 
3rd Dean Harris-325 
 

Nitro Mono 
1st Matthew Bindon-1475 
2nd Steve Trott-1350 
3rd Matthew McGovern-1125 
 

Sport 45 Hydro 
1st Steve Trott-1200 
2nd Matthew Bindon-25 
 

C scale Hydro 
1st Steve Trott-1700 
2nd Matthew Bindon-1250 
 

Open Nitro Hydro 
1st Steve Trott-1625 
2nd Matthew Bindon-1275 
3rd Pieter Brommer-700 
 

Stock Gas Mono 
1st Ashley Addlington-1525 
2nd Matthew Bindon-1100 
 

Stock Gas Hydro 
1st Bruce Clarke-1800 
2nd Matthew McGovern-1569 
3rd Jason Turvey-1075 
4th Darcy Baker-952 
5th Steve Trott-807 
6th Ben Riddiford-590 
7th Paul Lindberg-0 
 

Open Gas Tunnel 
1st Dean Harris-1675 
2nd Jason Turvey-1450 
3rd Pieter Brommer-1032 
4th Matthew McGovern-700 
5th Bruce Clarke-525 
6st Morgan Plumber-250 
7th Paul Lindberg-0 
 

T1 Thunder Boats 
1st Dean Harris-1650 
2nd Bruce Clarke-1444 
3rd Steve Trott-1213 
4th Pieter Brommer-1100 
5th Matthew McGovern-1052 
6st Ben Riddiford-869 
7th Tony Christiansen-844 
8th Darcy Baker-550 
9th Paul Lindberg-0 
9th=Jason Turvey-0 
 

Open Gas Hydro 
1st Bruce Clarke-1700 
2nd Dean Harris-1294 
3rd Tony Christiansen-919 
4th Ben Riddiford-650 
5th Darcy Baker-400 
6st Jason Turvey-25 
7th Paul Lindberg-0 
 

Open Gas Moro 
1st Tony Christiansen-1700 
2nd Jason Turvey-1150 
3rd Dean Harris-550 
4th Paul Lindberg-400 
5th Pierre Botha-0 
 

T2 Thunder Boats 
1st Dean Harris-1325 
2nd Matthew McGovern-1119 
3rd Bruce Clarke-1000 
4th Darcy Baker-425 
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Fast Electrics 
By Peter Anderson 
 
Hi all, I thought that I'd would write a little about Fast Electric boats to enlighten and hopefully 
encourage both existing and new boaters to enlarge the racing fleet. I realise that there are those 
that are just not interested in electric power, but it seems that there are also many that are put off 
because they don't understand all the FE bits and pieces. Because there is, I've realised, quite a 
lot to cover, I will just take a look at our electric classes and suitable boats in this issue and delve 
further into motors, batteries etc next time. I would also say that I am in no way an expert but 
would like to share some of what I have learned in building and racing FE boats. The setup costs 
for these boats can vary a bit depending on what motors, how many batteries, what charger etc. is 
purchased. 
 
Most likely the first question that one will have is what electric boat should you go for? Currently 
our existing classes are; 
N2 hydro 
N2 offshore 
E-ltd hydro 
Eltd offshore 
1/8 scale electric 
Open electric 
 
For class rules please see the NZMPBA rule book. 
 
Within these is a large scope for building but if the skill levels are limited then RTR (ready to run) 
boats are the way to go. So how do we figure this out?  
Ok so budget will have some determining in the choice. Basically the bigger the boat, the bigger 
the spend, although it is possible to build and race on a small budget, a boat fast and reliable 
enough to win the open electric title at Nationals! I can speak from experience here. 
 
N2  
These are the smallest class that we have. This class is limited by a minimum length of 20", 2S 
(7.4v)lipo and a 540 can size motor.There are a few small hydro hulls available to fit this class, and 
there are some plans online (by Gary Finlay) available as free downloads, I have just finished 
building a shovel nose. There are a few small mono and tunnel hulls available, a hunt online will 
find them. N2 boats are possibly the cheapest class to build and can be set up for around the cost 
of a stock Zenoah. 
 
E-ltd 
This class offers possibly the largest scope for models. these boats are bigger than N2 with a 
minimum length of 24", 4S (14.8v) lipo and a longer can motor. There are a number of rtr boats 
that fit this class, in hydro, Proboat Miss Elam, Aquacraft UL1, Hobbyking Miss Libero. For 
offshore the Traxxas Spartan, Hobbyking  Genesis and Pursuit, Proboat Miss Geico, Motley Crew 
to name a few. These are boats capable of race speeds in the 70-80kph range. An E-ltd setup 
should cost about what a mod Zenoah would set you back. 
 
1/8 Scale Electric 
These are obviously a larger boat and will normally have a 10S or 12S (37-44.4v) setup, and can 
be as fast as or faster than their nitro counterparts. The cost for a 1/8 would be similar to the nitro 
version. 
 
Open Electric 
This class can be mono, tunnel, hydro or rigger, with a maximum of 12s (44.4v). The only limit to 
an open boat is how much you want to spend. 
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My own fleet currently consists of a Proboat Miss Elam (E-ltd hydro), a Pursuit (E-ltd offshore), an 
N2 hydro and a 4S rigger. Of these boats the Pursuit is possibly the most fun, especially on club 
days where it beats most of the petrol and nitro monos regularly, and definitely great bang for 
buck. It cost $330 from Hobbyking, requiring an esc($60), receiver, servo and 4S lipos ($90-100 
each). Straight out of the box it performed really well, but as with all rtr boats they can be upgraded 
and there are always mods that can improve them. 
If I could make a recommendation as to a class to start with, I would have to say E-ltd offshore as 
there are a lot of choices and the boats are fast enough to be fun without being overly expensive. 
For a lot more information check out offshoreelectrics.com where you can find product reviews, 
build threads and a ton of knowhow on fast electric boats. If anyone has questions I am only too 
happy to help and my contact details are in the Propshaft or ask through the forum. 
 

 
 

Club News  
 
Wellington Model Power Boat Club 
 
Reported by Peter Collier 
 
WMPBC received an invitation to participate in a hobbies expo back in October. This was 
something we used to relish the opportunity to do 20-30 years ago, but interest waned looking 
back on those times and trying to remember if we still had anyone involved the hobby that came to 
us through one of these displays and could only think of one person that was still boating. That 
aside the club decided to support this event more out of a public good than expecting any real 
benefit to us. One unexpected benefit was the attendance of Lower Hutt Mayor Ray Wallace seen 
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in the photo below flanked by WMPBC members Pieter Lokum, John Pfahlert, John Belworthy and 
Peter Collier, details of which were placed on the Mayor’s Facebook page. We also expressed our 
appreciation at having access to the gated site on the Hutt river were we boat and the Mayor was 
pleased that such a venue within Lower Hutt City were being used. Now this is handy to know in 
future should any issues arise should we need someone on our side. At the same time we invited 
anyone showing particular interest to leave their name and email and we have put them on a 
mailing list to advise of our future activities, with the expectation ever so slight that we may pick up 
a real enthusiast, time will tell. As a result I would encourage other clubs to take advantage of 
opportunities like this should them come your way. 
 

 
 
Attended the Hutt Valley Hobbies Expo in Wainuiomata today. Great event. Seen here with some of the 
team from Wellington/Hutt Valley Model Power Boat Club which meets First Sunday of each month at 
1pm at Strand Park boat ramp. 
 
In August we ran a club round of offshore outside of the National series but still counting for our 
club results, a few visitors from Wairarapa and Leigh from Palmerston North boosted numbers.  
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Hamilton Model Power Boat Club. 
Reported By Matt Bindon 
 
The Hamilton Club has enjoyed a low-key year during 2013.  The current financial memberships 
sit at 11 and we were happy to welcome 3 new members to our group. Our new members are 
Simon Bunker, Dave Neilson and Dave Liddle. Both Simon and Dave Neilson started out with 
petrol powered cats but once introduced to the clubs offshore events they decided to build petrol 
monos. Dave Liddle has been helping the club for the last few years with his dingy at the Taupo 
and Rotorua 100 events. He has a home built petrol mono which is now undergoing some 
modifications.  
 
True to form, both Damian and Darcy Baker have been flat out helping others by building boats for 
club members and have only recently started to build boats for themselves, it will be great to have 
them back racing next season! 
The club has organized and run the 3 rounds of the offshore series being Hamilton, Taupo, and 
Rotorua. These are always popular, with this year’s Taupo 100 attracting record entries. The club 
looks forward to hosting these 3 events again next year. 

Wellington Offshore Club Round Date 4-Aug-13

Name NZMPBA# Group# Eng Class Hull Heat 1 Heat 2 Heat 3 Final Total verall place Class PlacClass

Peter Collier 23 2 C2 DV 23 25 23 50 121 1= 1 C2

Darrell Hansen 31 3 P2 DV 25 26 28 42 121 1= 1 P2

Leigh Marsden 131 2 P2 DV 27 27 28 37 119 3 2 P2

Nigel Wong 261 1 C2 DV 25 27 10 49 111 4= 2 C2

Pieter Lokum 83 3 P2 DV 16 16 28 51 111 4= 3 P2

Jeremy White 126 1 P2 DV 18 26 23 37 104 6 4 P2

Trevor Emerson 78 3 P3 DV/Cat 28 14 30 14 86 7 1 P3

Belworthy Bro's 77 2 C2 DV 27 24 20 - 71 8 3 C2

Wayne McNaught 5 1 C1 DV 26 25 18 - 69 9 1 C1

Keith Ewing 27 2 P3 DV/Cat 6 9 19 28 62 10 2 P3

Terry Riddiford 32 3 P2 DV 26 16 - - 42 11 5 P2

Ian Godfrey 124 1 P2 DV 10 14 17 - 41 12 6 P2

Wayne Thompson 29 3 P3 DV 20 18 - - 38 13 3 P3

Chris O'Connor 67 1 P3 DV 2 14 10 11 37 14 4 P3

Bradley Thomson 36 2 P2 Cat 9 16 - - 25 15 7 P2

Tony Rutledge 43 1 B DV 13 - - - 13 16 1 B

Cat Scrap NZMPBA# Heat 1 Pts Heat 2 Pts Total Place

Peter Collier 23 2nd 300 2nd 300 600 1st

Tony Rutledge 43 4th 169 1st 400 569 2nd

Trevor Emerson 78 1st 400 400 3rd

Leigh Marsden 131 3rd 225 225 4th
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In contrast, our club days have been a little slow with the weather limiting our ability to race - it 
seems to rain in Hamilton on the first Saturday of every month!  A number of our club members 
also have young families, which has made it difficult for members to attend club days.  Thankfully, 
a very full National Calendar of events has kept us all busy over the year.  The club has invested 
in new buoys and equipment for running our club race days and hopefully we will have our new 
start trolley up and running in the New Year. This will make running race days a lot easier.  
 
Bay of Plenty MPBC 
Wairarapa Model Power Boat Club.  
Marlborough, Taranaki, Taupo, Central Club, Manukau, Manawatu, SUHA, Christchurch? 

Bright Ideas – 
Actually does anyone have any they want to share, this is your mag, share your secrets.  
Coming up in future issues - 
 
New Zenoah 30PUM 
 
By John Belworthy 
Model boaters may want to check these new motors before you run. My experience on my 1st run 
ended up with the barrel coming loose and then the pull start not working. On investigation of this, 
I found the flywheel nut come pull start driver had come off. It only had approx 3 threads holding it 
on to the crankshaft and no signs of locktite. I have now thrown the pull start mounting spacer 
away, machined 3mm off both the flywheel face (small raised part) and off the nut/driver unit. You 
also need to open up the hole in the engine mount plate and shorten the pull start mounting 
screws. I have made a small tool to hold the flywheel while tightening the nut/driver. This is way 
better then putting a plug on top of the piston or some other method as you may twist the 
crankshaft with those methods. This way there is likelihood of twisting the crank. 

 
Hope this may help, Harry. 
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2013 NZMPBA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
For more up to date info and entry form downloads go to website www.nzmpba.co.nz  

 
OCTOBER 6TH  NATIONAL CLUB DAY 
  12TH / 13TH OFFSHORE RND 8             CHRISTCHURCH 
                        26TH > 28ND NTH ILD CHAMPS     TAURANGA 
 
NOVEMBER  3RD  NATIONAL CLUB DAY 
  17TH  OFFSHORE RND 9     WELLINGTON 
                        23RD / 24TH STH ILD H/CAP RND 3                CHRISTCHURCH  
  30TH  FINALISE 2014 NZMPBA CALENDER 
 
DECEMBER    1ST  NATIONAL CLUB DAY 
  7TH / 8TH OVALFEST RND 5     TAURANGA 
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Application for New and Continuing Membership 
NZMPBA #  
Name:  
Address: 
Postcode: 
Phone numbers   
Home: 
Work: 
Mobile: 
E-mail: 
 
DOB / Age: 
Occupation: 
Preferred Frequency…………………. MHz   Alternate Frequency………………………. MHz 
 
Signed………………………………………..Date:…………………………………. 
 
Subscription Fee Structure    (Financial year starts 1st January each year)  
Senior Membership   Full Rate  $40.00 
Family Membership Full Rate for 1st Senior member, 50% of full rate for each other 

family member living at the same address. 
Junior Membership 50% of full rate for upto 20 years of age. 
Full Time Student 50% of full rate. 
Senior Citizen 50% of full rate for 65 + years of age. 
 
Only one set of mail will be sent to a family group membership but each member will have an 
individual registration / race number and have full voting rights. 
 
First time / New memberships. 
New membership subscriptions accepted on or after 1st July each year will only pay 50% of the 
applicable rate above. 
New membership subscriptions accepted on or after 1st October each year would be at the full 
correct applicable rate. BUT will also be valid to include the next full financial year. 
 
Amount enclosed $                 (cheque, cash, direct credit) delete as required. Please circle (or highlight 
on computer) the membership type you are joining under. 
 
Return form and subs to:  
NZMPBA Secretary/Treasurer: 
Andrew Colquhoun 
200 Harrison Street 
ASHBURTON 7700 
Mob: 027 4361148 
E-Mail: andrew.colquhoun@cartwrights.co.nz 
 
Payment may be made by direct credit to:  
BNZ 02 0600 0007986 00 instead of including with posted form or emailed form. Be sure to include 
your name and note you are a new member or if an existing member include  NZMPBA race #  to 
identify payee. 
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